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[bookmark: _Hlk133912493]2026 Nomination form: Accessible Arts Award for Access and Inclusion
Nominations close: 5pm, Tuesday 15 September 2026
Accessible Exhibitions, Projects and Engagement Programs are eligible where the majority of the activity occurred between 1 July 2025 – 30 June 2026

Programs can include (but are not limited to) the following:
•	Exhibitions with embedded access for people with disability or who are d/Deaf  
•	Innovative and significant one off or continuing engagement programs
•	Programs supporting organisations to develop more accessible and inclusive practices 
•	Programs linked to school activities and the curriculum  

Refer to the M&G NSW website for examples of past programs which have been successful in this category. 
For further information regarding eligibility or the nomination process, please consult the FAQ page and the 2026 Guidelines 
[bookmark: _Hlk168578182]Accessibility Award
[bookmark: _Hlk171495116]☐  	(K) Accessible Arts Award for Access and Inclusion 


Selection criteria
1.	Quality and relevance of the exhibition/program 
2.	Impact of the program, including its future and sustained benefits
3.	Engagement and consultation with the d/Deaf and Disabled community (audience, artists, participants and other stakeholders)
[bookmark: _Hlk168578547]4.	Accessibility and benefit to people with disability or who are d/Deaf




MORE INFORMATION
People with disability or who are d/Deaf
The Disability Inclusion Act NSW defines disability as “physical, psychiatric, intellectual or sensory impairment that, in interaction with various barriers, may hinder the person’s full and effective participation in the community on an equal basis with others.” Mental health is included in this definition. However, not everyone who is diagnosed with a mental health condition identifies as having disability.
The term ‘disability’ can include people who are Deaf or hard of hearing. People from the Deaf community may not always identify as having disability and may identify as part of a cultural and linguistic group with their first language being Auslan (Australian Sign Language).
This definition also includes invisible disability, neurodivergent, and chronic illness, which may or may not be visible or disclosed.
Access and the Social Model of Disability
The Social Model of Disability makes a distinction between an individual’s medical condition and disability. Under this model, barriers and discrimination created by society are seen as the disabling factors. They may take the form of attitudes, discrimination or the physical environment. 
We use the term ‘disability’ to refer to barriers, rather than medical conditions. The Social Model looks at the environment instead of individuals and gives us all power over things we can change. From this perspective, a person is disabled not by who they are but by a world that is not equipped to allow them to fully participate and thrive.
Access under the Social Model of Disability centres around removing or reducing these barriers. 
Access as a Cultural and Contextual Practice
Access and disability are not experienced uniformly across communities. Accessibility is shaped by cultural, geographic, linguistic, and community contexts, and is understood and experienced in diverse ways. Access therefore extends beyond physical, sensory, or environmental considerations and includes the ways people participate, communicate, and engage with cultural life.
In recognition of d/Deaf and disabled people as cultural communities in their own right, we support culturally responsive and community-led approaches to access that reflect the diversity of Australian cultural life. This includes acknowledging that access is not a fixed standard, but something that is continually shaped in collaboration with communities.

[bookmark: _GoBack]
Nomination details 
Name of museum, gallery, or Aboriginal cultural centre being nominated for the award:     Click or tap here to enter text.
Title of project:   Click or tap here to enter text.
Dates of project:   Click or tap here to enter text.

Nominator details (person completing this form): Click or tap here to enter text.
Nominating Organisation: Click or tap here to enter text.
Contact person:Click or tap here to enter text.   Position:Click or tap here to enter text.
Phone: Click or tap here to enter text.     		Email: Click or tap here to enter text.  
   
Traditional place name (if known): Click or tap here to enter text. 
Street address: Click or tap here to enter text.    Suburb:  Click or tap here to enter text.   
State:  Click or tap here to enter text.    		Postcode:Click or tap here to enter text.   
Postal address (if different to above): Click or tap here to enter text.     	 
















Project details
Provide a short description of the organisation (max. 100 words)
You may wish to include the organisation’s mission statement/vision
Click or tap here to enter text.    


Provide an outline of the project (max. 50 words)
This description will be used in promotional material and awards booklet. Please refer to the M&G NSW website to read the project descriptions of previous award winners. Please note copy may be edited.
Click or tap here to enter text.     


Describe the project, including why it should win an award (max. 300 words, criteria 1 and 2). This description should give a clear overview of the program and outline the aims and achievements of the project. Include why the project was chosen and the key successes, highlights and/or impacts both now and into the future.
Click or tap here to enter text. 

How was your audience and community engaged and how successful was their involvement? Include details of community and stakeholder consultation and collaboration where relevant. Include details of future benefits and learnings. (How will you use this, what did you learn, and how will this change what you do in the future.) Include evidence where possible. (max. 300 words, criteria 2 and 3).
Click or tap here to enter text.

How has the exhibition considered accessibility and inclusion of people with disability or who are d/Deaf? What opportunities for people with disability or who are d/Deaf did the project provide? This might include improved cultural access, paid employment, consultation, training, leadership opportunities etc.  (max 300 words, criteria 4)
Click or tap here to enter text.
 



Support material

The following support material must be submitted with your nomination:

· Up to THREE pages (maximum) of documentation which supports the nomination. 
· This can include images. We recommend including at least one install shot of an exhibition (suggested file format is JPEG)
· Or text/promotional material (suggested file formats are Word doc, PDF or PowerPoint
	
	Support Material details (i.e. image details, name of document)

	1
	     Click or tap here to enter text.

	2
	    
Click or tap here to enter text.

	3
	    
Click or tap here to enter text.



AND
· TWO high quality images of the nominated program (300 dpi jpegs max. 2MB each). These images and supplied credits will be used in online and printed promotional material and at the awards presentation.
	Image No.
	Image file name
	Image credit for promotional use

	1	     
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	2	     
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.














[bookmark: _Hlk203552945]How to submit your nomination
All nomination forms and support material must be submitted online by the closing date via the M&G NSW IMAGinE awards webpage: https://mgnsw.org.au/sector/support/imagine/  
[bookmark: _Hlk168578939]If you have any questions or require assistance to submit your application for any reason, please check out the Frequently Asked Questions here: https://mgnsw.org.au/sector/programs/imagine/imagine-awards-faq/ 
Contact Details:

[bookmark: _Hlk231472500]Museums & Galleries of NSW
Email: comms@mgnsw.org.au
Phone: (02) 9270 3100 

To prepare your entry for submission save this document with your organisation’s name and category you are entering. 
For example: OurMuseumGallery_Exhibition.doc
Please refer to the 2026 Guidelines for more details.

Nomination checklist 
☐ 	Completed nomination form
☐ 	Provided required support material
☐ 	Provided promotional images and captions

Declaration by nominator 
☐ 	I give my assurance that, to the best of my knowledge, the information supplied in this nomination is true and correct at this date. I agree to abide by the IMAGinE awards’ Terms and Conditions of Entry.
Name: Click or tap here to enter text.    
Date: Click or tap to enter a date.

[bookmark: _Hlk200812297][bookmark: _Hlk200811093][bookmark: _Hlk168578984]IMAGinE Awards night 
The awards will be presented on Thursday 26 November. Venue to be announced. Tickets will be available via Humanitix.
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