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Visions of Australia 
Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development, Communications and the Arts 
Office for the Arts 
GPO Box 594 
Canberra ACT 2601 
 
Wednesday, September 4, 2024 
 
RE: Visions of Australia funding 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
RE: Support for the Museums & Galleries of NSW and Dr. Christian Thompson AO | House of Gold - 
Touring Exhibition 
 
On behalf of the Plimsoll Gallery at the University of Tasmania, I am writing to express our support for MGNSW's 
funding application for the touring exhibition, Dr. Christian Thompson AO | House of Gold.  
 
Upon receiving the proposal for this exhibition, I was enthusiastic about the opportunity to present a high-calibre 
exhibition featuring one of Australia’s foremost contemporary artists. This exhibition aligns exceptionally well with 
our key strategic objectives, particularly in amplifying Indigenous voices and cultural hybridity. 
 
Furthermore, the exhibition highlights significant connections to Chinese migration in Northern Tasmania during 
early colonial history, which complements UTAS's Family History unit and enhances audience engagement with 
the content. Through this exhibition, we can provide our audiences with access to exceptional contemporary art, 
educational opportunities and programs. 
 
It is important to note that Dr. Christian Thompson has a connection to one of our distinguished Indigenous 
scholars, Professor Greg Lehman, who possesses a strong academic background and ties to the artist. Notably, 
Professor Lehman was a Roberta Sykes Indigenous Education Scholar who completed a Masters in the History of 
Art and Visual Cultures at Balliol College, Oxford during the same period that Dr. Thompson attended Oxford. 
Our previous collaborations with MGNSW have demonstrated their commitment to professionalism within the 
industry, as they consistently deliver high-quality touring exhibitions. Their dedicated team effectively manages the 
complexities associated with touring exhibitions and related programs, significantly benefiting our regional gallery. 
Without MGNSW's programs and support, it would be challenging for the Plimsoll Gallery to develop such 
engaging and high-calibre exhibitions for our Tasmanian audiences. 
 
At Plimsoll Gallery, we remain committed to exploring innovative approaches to presenting contemporary art. By 
emphasising innovation, cultural hybridity and diverse voices, we aim to future-proof our exhibitions and programs, 
broaden our audience, and enrich artistic experiences. This exhibition will further reinforce our dedication to 
innovation, experimentation, and the enhancement of experiences for both audiences and artists. 
 
I eagerly anticipate the opportunity to support Dr. Christian Thompson AO | House of Gold at Plimsoll Gallery in 
2028 and firmly believe that this exhibition will resonate profoundly with audiences in Tasmania. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Jane Barlow 
Exhibitions and Programs Coordinator 
Plimsoll Gallery, Library and Cultural Collections University of Tasman
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18 September 2024 

 

Visions of Australia 
Office for the Arts 
GPO Box 594 
Canberra ACT 2601  

 

To whom it may concern, 

Re: Support for Museums & Galleries of NSW application for Dr. Christian Thompson AO | House 
of Gold, touring exhibition. 

Toowoomba Regional Art Gallery is pleased to provide this letter of support for Museums Galleries of 
NSW’s (M&G NSW) application to Visions of Australia, to tour Dr. Christian Thompson AO | House of 
Gold with 4A Centre for Contemporary Asian Art (4A). 

Established in 1937 on Jagera, Giabal and Jarowai Country, Toowoomba Regional Art Gallery is the first 
public art gallery in regional Queensland. The Gallery contributes to the region’s history of inclusion and 
diversity through an engaging annual program of exhibitions and events and House of Gold’s themes of 
identity, cultural hybridity and history would connect directly with our mission as well as with our diverse 
audiences and communities.  

This exhibition would highlight significant connections to Chinese migration in the Toowoomba region, 
and in addition we intend to curate a complementary collections exhibition from our diverse holdings of 
books, decorative arts and prints relating to China and Chinese aesthetics. We look forward to working 
with Thomson, M&G NSW and 4A to develop bespoke public programs around food, native flora and 
market gardens. As the Garden City, this type of programming speaks not only to our identity but also our 
history. 

Christian Thompson also has a special connection to the region having completed his undergraduate 
degree in Visual Arts here and has exhibited in the gallery throughout his career. Indeed, Thompson 
recommended our Gallery as an important venue to include on this national tour – it would be a pleasure 
to showcase his exciting new body of work House of Gold alongside important New Gold Mountain works 
which incorporate photography, video and the immersive sound work Burdi (Fire Fire), 2021 - a personal 
exploration and plea to revitalize his Bidgara language and other languages of ‘pre-invasion Australia’.  

M&G NSW is a highly professional organisation which provides engaging touring exhibitions and supports 
regional galleries with advice and resources nationally. 4A fosters excellence and innovation in 
contemporary culture through the commissioning, presentation, documentation and research of 
contemporary art with a focus on Asia and cross-cultural dialogues. I highly recommend Visions of 
Australia support this exciting tour that will facilitate greater interaction with regional communities and 
provide a significant opportunity for audiences to engage with this important body of work. 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

Tahnee Pearse 
Manager Library and Cultural Services 



28 August 2024

Dear Visions of Australia,

I am writing to express my strong support for Museums and Galleries of NSW’s application to the Visions of
Australia regional exhibition touring program for the touring of House of Gold by Christian Thompson AO. This
exhibition, scheduled to tour nationally from 2025 to 2028, represents a significant contribution to the
understanding of Australia's diverse cultural history and the intersections of identity.

4A Centre for Contemporary Asian Art has a long-standing commitment to championing contemporary Asian and
Asian-Australian artists. 4A advances Australia’s cultural engagement with Asia and the global Asian diaspora,
and since our inception in 1996, 4A has become a pivotal institution in Australia’s cultural landscape, recognised
for its dynamic and inclusive programming that bridges cultures and communities.

House of Gold is a commissioned body of work that centres the unique perspective of Christian Thompson, an
artist of Bidjara and Chinese heritage. Thompson's work is renowned for its powerful exploration of identity,
history, and the blending of cultures, making this exhibition not only a profound artistic statement but also an
important educational tool for audiences across regional Australia.

The tour of House of Gold will bring this important narrative to a broader audience, allowing regional communities
to engage with the complexities of Australia's multicultural past and present. The exhibition's exploration of the
intersections between Bidjara and Chinese identities offers a unique opportunity for reflection and dialogue,
particularly in regions where such conversations are often less prominent.

The alignment of House of Gold with 4A’s mission is clear. This exhibition encapsulates our commitment to
presenting stories that resonate with both historical and contemporary relevance, offering a deep dive into the
cultural fabric of Australia through the eyes of an artist who embodies the intersection of Indigenous and Chinese
identities. By touring this exhibition regionally, we aim to extend the reach and impact of Christian Thompson's
work, creating opportunities for broader engagement and deeper understanding of Australia’s multicultural
heritage.

In alignment with 4A’s mission to foster innovation and creative expression within the Asian diaspora and beyond,
House of Gold will be a cornerstone of our programming from 2025 to 2028. The exhibition will not only enhance
our engagement with regional communities but will also contribute to a broader discourse on the intersections of
cultural histories in Australia.

We strongly endorse this application to the Visions of Australia regional exhibition touring program and are
committed to ensuring the success of the House of Gold tour. We look forward to the opportunity to bring this
powerful exhibition to audiences across Australia and to continuing our work in promoting cultural diversity and
artistic excellence.

Thank you for considering this application. Please feel free to contact me if you require any further information
regarding this application.

Yours sincerely,

Thea Baumann
Artistic Director, CEO
4A Centre for Contemporary Asian Art
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T] jhe Vihi][h ]f AkhjgaYia ahhehhZe[j c]ZZijjee�

S1PPOR0 LE00ER � 0O1RING ÅA ² DR� CHRIS0IAN 0HOMPSON AO�h HO1SE OF GOLD E8HIBI0ION

I qgije jhih Yejjeg i[ fkYY hkdd]gj ]f jhe MkhekZh ² GaYYegieh ]f NSW ¥M²G NSW¦ j]kg ]f Dg Chgihjia[

Th]Zdh][ AO�h erhibiji][ Hokse of Gold i[ dagj[eghhid qijh ÅA Ce[jge f]g C][jeZd]gags Ahia[ Agj�

Thih erhibiji][ qah hkdd]gjed bs The R]begj H�N� H] FaZiYs F]k[daji][ GY]baY� jhg]kgh ]kg bs�i[pijaji][ ][Ys

Agjh a[d Chi[ehe Hegijage i[ijiajipe qhich hah fk[ded dg]jecjh i[ jhe UK� USA� Ca[ada a[d qijh ÅA bei[g jhe

][Ys gecidie[jh ]f a gga[j fg]Z jhe i[ijiajipe i[ AkhjgaYia� Okg Agjh a[d Chi[ehe Hegijage i[ijiajipe hkdd]gjh agjh

dg]jecjh jhaj jeYY jhe hj]gieh ]f Chi[ehe diahd]ga hihj]gs acg]hh jhe q]gYd�

Thih erhibiji][ Hokse of Gold chg][icYeh a degh][aY hihj]gs ]f i[jeghecji][aY ide[jijs dgaq[ fg]Z Dg Chgihjia[

Th]Zdh][�h Bidjaga a[d Ca[j][ehe faZiYs�

Skdd]gj fg]Z Vihi][h ]f AkhjgaYia j] j]kg jhih erhibiji][ j] gegi][aY a[d geZ]je pe[keh [aji][aYYs q]kYd

aZdYifs jhe i[pehjZe[j aYgeads Zade a[d i[cgeahe accehh j] jhih hig[ifica[j AkhjgaYia[ agjihj a[d hih iZd]gja[j

q]gX�

● Thih j]kg qiYY be highYs geYepa[j j] a Yagge [kZbeg ]f c]ZZk[ijieh acg]hh AkhjgaYia� gipe[ jhe qide

diahd]ga ]f ÂÊjh Ce[jkgs Chi[ehe Ziggaji][ a[d aff]gdh Za[s ]dd]gjk[ijieh f]g i[jeg�ge[egaji][aY a[d

cg]hh�ckYjkgaY dkbYic dg]ggaZh�

● Wgijje[ a[d akdi] geh]kgceh aYgeads depeY]ded bs ÅA a[d hkdd]gjed bs R]begj H] F]k[daji][

e[ha[ce jhe j]kgi[g erhibiji][ a[d gipe ij a bg]adeg geach a[d ZkYjidYe ]dd]gjk[ijieh f]g edkcaji][aY

acjipijieh a[d e[gageZe[j�

● The erhibiji][ hah heYd hjg][g addeaY f]g j]kg pe[keh� dagjickYagYs i[ Chi[ehe Migga[j a[d g]Yd Zi[i[g

c]ZZk[ijieh hkch ah BaYYagaj a[d Wagga Wagga� a[d qiYY aYh] pihij jhe agjihj�h Ab]gigi[aY faZiYs

C]k[jgs i[ jhe gegi][ ]f L][ggeach QLD�

We h]de jhaj jhih Zea[i[gfkY erhibiji][ ih hkdd]gjed bs Vihi][h ]f AkhjgaYia a[d qe Y]]X f]gqagd j] f]YY]qi[g

jhe erhibiji][�h j]kg�

Ki[d Regagdh�

SaYYs Lai� C][hkYji[g Pg]ggaZ Officeg

R]begj H� N� H] FaZiYs F]k[daji][ GY]baY
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